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A midshipman, when he comes homs, soon
makes his fmiiy feel that no part of the
bouse, inside or outside, is inaccessible to
bim; windows are handier things than doors
o vome in at, if one may judge of his habits;
there is no ftree in the topmost branch of
which he will not sit erous-legged, cracking
filberts; there is no rook’s nest, however high,
that be has not poked his fingers into; pop-
lars are & joke to him, and he makes no more
of onks and chestuuts than he does of hay-
stacks,

Other are contented to sit on chairs
and eat their laneh in a dining-room, buta
midshipman loves to eat up aloft, and carries
his provisions, sometimes plate, glass, and
all, to the top of the n-hounse, where,
strange to say, he never breaks the glass; or
to the top of the pigeon house, which is a
very handy place, because of the weathercock,
upon which he can hang his cap and jacket.

He oomes in smelling of smoke, and pre-
ponts you with some wooty fonng jnokdaws,
which he has just got ont of the top of the
chimney.

He spends a soversign in rope, such as
boxes are corded with; it comes home from
the shop in & cart; some of it he makes into
rope Iadders, and runs up and down them
like a squirrel; other lengths are twisted into
cate’-oradles up in the treeg, or festooned
from one to the other, and upon these he
disports himself and travels andaciously from
tree Lo tree without touching the deck. Oh
that her Majesty could conveniently be served
without so muneh sgility snd such marvellons
powers of swarming !

Finally he goes awny again upon his coun-
try's service, and his relatives have the com-
fort of knowing that, whatever he may have
done at hong, the feats that he is perf:irming
perhape at that very moment in the
of H.P;I. B, the —z, make his ol.harg ut.gn
lothini:::d not worth mentioning.

The best receipt I know of for keeping a
midshipman on ferra firma is to tell him a
story. Under favorable circumstances I have
known this to succeed for two or three hours
sogether, if it is done in the open air and
among newly-cut hay; the lines of hay, I sup-

romind them of waves; for certain it is
! never knew a midshipman rmn off ovar these
¥ines, and I have tried the experiment several
times, and on more than oue of these gene-
rally refractory subjects.

Sometimes my brother could be drawn inte
relating a story himself; some adventure that
be had met with, or some wonderful thing
that he had seen; for this said midshipman,
though scarcely yet fonrteen years of age, has
vigited every quarter of the globe, and known
both shipwreck anfd tornado.

Onoe he told me such a curions story, show-
ing the value of presence of mind, that I wrote
it down shortly afterwnrds, and I now offer it
to you, divested of nearly all the language of
the pea; its interest partly depends, in my
mind, upon the fact that but for this singular

resence of mind he probably would not have

ived to tell it.

“I spuppose you have heard of Cumano?"
he began; ignomnce on such sabjects as ter-
restrial magnetism, navigation, and the in-
ternal arrangements of a ship seeming to his
mind inconsistent with knowledge on any
other points,

‘“‘How can you ask such a question ¥ I an-
swered. *'Yes, of course, I have, and I have
read an acconnt of it in Humboldt; it'is a
town in the northern part of Bouth America,”

“Oh, well, I thought yon might not know
about it; nt leanst 1 thought you might not
know about the experiments that have been

yon ean im o nothing like it here; in some
parts the ‘spine’ is higher than tho forest, and
yon look down on the teps of the trees; in
others they reach above it and overshadow it.

‘“Wall, we three youugsters were left with
the old monka for n day after the rest of the
party were gone down agnin; and then we
sot off, Talbot and Owen and I, with two
Indiane and two of the fattest of the old
monks, who seemed o infirm that it was sar.
prising to see how well they rode. It was the
most piping-hot morming and the stilleat that
yon ocan agine when we rode out at the
court-yard of the convent. We thought we
never were to begin the descent; thoss
monks were so afraid we should be playing
wome tricks or getling ourselves hurt for want
of oare, that they all eollected round us, shak-
ing their heads at us, and, with the greatost
gravity, trying to let us understand that we
onght to be grava and serions, as if we had
not come up the very same path. However,
1 must say it's ten times ecasier getting np
than going down, and it was very Eiml of the
old ﬁ'ﬁluﬂl to be sorry to part with us, for we
led them such a life while we were there; in
fact, onr clambering about really frightened
them out of their wits,

“So off we set, and at first we made scarcely
any way; the mules are cunning creatures,
and would not go a step faster for conxing or
whipping; they stepped along the spine ns
daintily as a Indy who is afraid of wetting her
feet, first a little to one side, then to the
other, so that I could have thrown my cap
down right into the water if I had liked, and
) | wnuld}imvc done it, only one of the monks,
when we frightened him, used to heave up
such deep groans, that we all kuew how
thankful he would be when we were safe out
of his hands,

“There are two forests there, one
above the other; first, there are the trees with
branches like our oaks and elms, only coverad
with flowers, large white, yellow, and secarlet
blossoms; great crecpers twine over them;
they are like cables, only green and hairy, and
here and there bursting ont with queer
flowers, some like wnx globes, some like tufts
of feathers, others all thick and wdery,
with red pollen strewing the ground beneath,
and others dripping honey. This was under
forest, out of it spravg tall trunks, bare, like
mists, and spread out their tops justlike nm-
brellas held out to shade under the trees from
the sun,

*“We were nearly an honr going down the
first thousand feet to the lake: after that, the
way was not go steep, and the spine of rock
was lower, for the treea of the upper forest
overshadowed us. Nothing seemad to live in

them; but the underforest perfectly swarmed

with monkeys, squirrels, lizards, yellow
snskes, birds and butterflies. You can't think
what a noise aud fuss was going on there; it
was perfectly stunning. First we would
come to a whole flock of blue par-
rots with rose-colored top-knots; they
were tearing to pieces a qulintity of
white, fleshy Howers with their strong
benks, and feeding on a yellow seed that was
in them, Bometimes the way was perfectly
white with these flowers, and not one was left
on the tree, while the birds sat on the boughs
absolutely pnnting with the toil of tearing
them up. Next wo would come to a whole
tribe of little monkeys, sereaming, and squall-
ing, and boxing one another’s ears, and alto-
gether making such a distraction that the
cockpit, when we ave all making as much
noise a8 we possibly can, is nothing
to it.”

““I'his I thonght was saying a good deal for
the powers of the monkeys, and so 1 inti-
mated to my brother,

“Ab, wait till you hear those monkeys,"”
was his reply;” “‘in the hardest gale that ever
blew, when the canvas was tearing and the

made there; about the wvariations, and all
that.” He thoen added something about a
voleanic conntry, and the *‘inclination,” and |
the “dip,” and 1 thought I would not commit |
myself, so I merely said that I had read Sir |
John Ross's book, and how he went in search
of the magnetic poles,

“Oh, well," he answered, *‘‘then I needn't
explain it to you. I did tell you that we lay
off Cumano for some time, and that we wers
sent up the country to that conveni on the
mountain; Talbot and Owen and I were seut |
with the second and third licutenants and Lhe
doctor, to the heights above Cumano, with |
the chronometers and the instruments,”

““Was it a long journey ?" I inquired.

““No, not long, only difficult; it tock saveral
days, You eannotthink what an extraordinary
shore there is in that part of South Ameriea.
‘When the tide goes out it uncovers acres of
trees; their stems and lower branches arve
thickly incrnsted with slimy mud, and yet
they live and grow in the salt water. They
are mangroves, and bave great, flapping,
floshy leaves, almost as thick as a person’s
hand, Yon never saw such unwholesome-
looking trees; they steam with the heat till
the mud is dry and caked upon them, and
then the tide comes up and wets it again,

‘*We travelled up the country on mules; it
was intensely hot, and so steep when once we
begin to ascend the mountain that I should
no more have thonght the mules counld climb
up with us than I should have expected them
to get up to the masthead, and yet they did
contrive it, and took up the instraments too,
Where there were no trees for shelter the
eountry was nothing but dead grass, dust,

and rents cracked in the ground—some of
these rents were three feet across, and had
lizards biding in them and eraylish—but
under the shade of the forest everything
dripped with moisture, and we wers 8o wet
when we came out that onr clothes and the
mules steamed visibly, but the sun soon dried
it up.

‘R\'e spent three days at the convent on the
monntaiy, and the monks were very kind to
us and tried to teach us some of their Spanish
words. I nsed to think that monks were dark,
digmified fellows, solemn and miher silent;
but these monks were very greasy ones! and
they had such dirty hands and gowns, that
I've no doubt soap must be very hard to get,
up there, and water too.

““There could not be a stranger place than
that convent, It was built on a flat plece of
land at the top of the monntain, and about a3
large as this field (four acres); on three sides
there was o precipice, and if vou walked to
the edge yon conld sce the trees growing be-
low, and the spes springing about them. On
the fourth side you conld op stones into a
tara or lake a thousand fest Lelow you, and
s:l. almost overhanging this lake is the path

wih

“You would bardly call it a path at all.
Imagine the steepest descont down which it
would be ible to slide without {.hngnr of
tumbling head foremost, and then imagine
that upon it was built upon it a wall thirty
er forty feet high, and that the path was the

apars splitting, I'll engage to say they would
heve been heard as clearly as in a calm,”
*But the noise subsided as it became hot-
ter, and at noonday there was not a sound in
the forest: and it was droll to ses the cooka-
toos hanging to the branches by their beaks,
just like gamein a shop, and with ‘he white
film balf drawn over their eyes, showing as
plainly a8 possible that they were so hot that
they did not know what to do with them-

| selves,

“*At noon we camé into a sort of bower in
a level place; it was perfectly overhung, and
the frees were g0 matted and laced up with
the creepers that not an inch of sky could be
seen nor a waft of air felt; drops of water fell
from the leaves, and a warm steam ross from
everything. But there was a perfect shade,
and as there was abundant room for us all to

git down and rest and unsaddle the mules,
we did all we could to persuade the monks to
rest there, Besides, we were hungry, and we
kept putting our fingers to onr mouths, and
telling ns well as we ocould that we wanted
something to eat; but they shook their hends
and made ns understand thet this placo was
infested with sunkes,

“"We looked out {rom under the trees, und
there again in the glare of the sunbeam was
the spine of rock, now winding downwards
almost across the mountain; the seat strikin
up from it made onr eyes burn sand our heas
ache; but it was not very steep now, and it
was nearly as broad as the turppike ronds
here, so that I could have got down by the
help of my hand and the plants. Bo off we
set again; and now, as thero was no danger,
we went as we liked, and I led the way.

*I noticed a great lnmp of something lying
in the path: it was as big as a calf, of a gray
color, and covered with white; if T thonght
about it at all, I thought it was & stons. 1
never absolutely looked at it till we were
within one pace of it, and then my eyes
seemed drawn to it, and fixed npon it., It
was a serpent. The mule sprung back and
snortad; her eyes looked as if they would
start from her head.

*“There she lay, the odious thing, sleck and
fat, all coiled np and knotted, and her little
eyer leering at me with a horrid sort of deceit-
ful smile in them. Tt could not have hean
more than one moment that I sat gaping at
her, but it seemed a year, and then the mule
cried out almost like a human ereature, and
turned round jand tore up PMl ‘tha other
mules, straining and stombling, sad sl
uttering that fenrful cry, till in two or thres
minutes we were up again in thatlevel plase;
and I turned and saw all the other mules but
one toaring up the ascent, and poor little
Owen straining np on foot.

““I'here was dust in the road-—first I saw
only that—then in the twlukli.ugtoof ne eye I
saw Owen's mule creeping up slowly, and my
first thonght was wonder where the serpent
could be; and my next wonder at the tre-
mendously long tail that this mule was trail-
ing after her. In another instant this tail
was reared up, and brandished over her back,
and she was sprawling on the road; and the
tail was that groat serpent. Directly the ser-

HIt wan o horrid lifht; and when I got over
my surprise a little, I found we all dis.
mounted, and that Owen was standing wring-
ing bis hands and erying with all his might;
anﬁ then, after that, he sto and burst out
laughing till he made h ory n,

'gt)f oourse we did not like those old monks
tosea an Eoglish boy erying, and we kept

tting him on the back, talking to him. At
m‘t he seemed to wake up all on & sudden and
begin to look about him.

iwell, old fellow,' Talbot said to him,
‘how are you now ?'

**‘0Oh,’ he said, ‘I'm all right. What are
we waiting for?'

“But presently he remembered all about
it. e was last, it seems, and as snch mule
came up to the serpent it shied and dashed
up the ascent, but his mule actanlly put her
foot into the middle of the oreature, alid it
down among the sleek folds, and at once
seemed paralyzed, and never stirred, but
kept gazing at the thing as it uncurled itaself
ans began to hiss softly,

“Owen said he did not remember how he
got off, nor anything else, till he found us all
shaking him, and telling him that he was
quite safe; and he kept shivering and erying
out, while he described the serpent's ayes,
‘Oh, the hissing monster ! I hate her—I do
hate her!' And, do yon know, it has seamed
to me rather shocking ever since, that instead
of feeling thankful that we were all safe, I
could think of nothing but that text in the
Bible about Haman !

*“What text, my dear boy?" I asked him.

*““Why that nccount of how Haman came
home and told his wife about his riches and
his honors, and the distinctions that the king
bad conferred upon him, and then ended by
saying, ‘But this avails me nothing so
long as T see Mordecai the Jew sitting in the
kinﬁ'a gate.'

*'1 cannot see any connection Letween the
text and the serpent,” I observed; ‘‘how came
you to think of such a subjeet?”

‘It flashes into my mind directly, and I
thought to myself, what is the good of having
this world to live in, if such odious reptiles as
this are to share it with us. How I did
loathe that serpent; it quite curdles my blood
even now when I think of her!’

*“ ‘1 have often heard people speak of that
peculiar hatred,’ I replied, ‘and refer it to the
enmity that God placed between the serpent
and the seed of the woman.'

**Yes; so the chaplain told us afterwards. 1
have often hesrd lions and tigers roar, when
I have been keeping the middle watch, and
bave felt a good deal of fear, and a sort of
respect for them, but no disgust, It was
grand in the dark to listen; it made one think,
Ob, you jolly old fellow, I'm glad you're not
crushing my bones! But when you have once
Leard a serpent hiss, and seen his sleek body
and the hideous leer in his eyes, it does not
seem enough to have escaped, only to have
looked st bim sometimes makes you feel ill
for days afterwards with disgust and fear.

“‘But I was going to tell you what a brave
thing Talbot did; as long as I live I shall
always think it was the bravest thing that
could be. and I shall respect him a8 much as
any grown-up man, though he is only two
years older than I am.,

“I told you that we had all dismounted in
that shady place; the mules were standing
huddled together, but we were in no fear of
the serpent, for we knew ghe would not quit
her prey; so we all sat down, and the kind old
monks broke off some branches, and we all
began to fan ourselves with them, while they
got out some provisions. There was a sort of
patty, made of the flesh of ignanas—very nioce
these creatures are, I can tell you—and then
there was some cake of Indian corn, and some
baked parrots; but just as we put the very first
monthful into our mounths, Talbot started up
as if be was perfectly astonished, and said to
us, ‘Why, youngsters, we shall never be on
board ship by sundown if we stop to rest
Lere, and you know what our orders ware;’
and in an instant he threw down his cassava
and bread, and began to saddle’ one of the
mules with all his might. We were extremely
surprised; we did not know that the order
bad been at all urgent. The monks too were
surprised; they arose with many bows, and
as plainly as possible let him understand
that it was their wish and 1ntention
to rest. DBnt the more they said,
the faster Talbot saddled. Their bows and
politeness charged to anger, and still the
saddles went on; they thought he could not
understand, but they understood that he was
perfectly bent upon setting off again forth-
with; and boy as he was, they did not seem to
know what to do to prevent it. We were
ruther sullen at being so disturbed; but Tal.
bot's manner and determination so amazed
us, that when he ordered Owen to get up
and mount, the r little fellow obeyed
ipstantly. Talbot struck the mule with a
whip, and off she set down the spine, ‘Now
then,' e said to me, ‘up with you, T—,
your mule’s ready.” He was trembling
with hurry and impatience. ‘No,’ I said, ‘it
suits me to wait a little longer.” I shall never
forget his face them, it seemed to express
50 many things—terror, entrenty, and deter-
mwination, ‘l've nmo time to wait,” he said,
‘but if you don't mount this instant, T—, 1
must strike you." He was far stronger than I,
but as he lifted up the whip I knocked up the
handle, and it fell. Instantly he turned to
the Indians, they obeyed him, and set off
without a word. then the astonished monks,
casting melancholy eyes on the provisions,
were somehow made to mount,
how he did it; but I suppose they wers so
pmazed at his behavior aud his andacity, that
they had no sense left to contend; and Talbot
gave #ach mule such o blow at parting, that
ghe set off at full speed,

“And then he turned to me, *Now, then,’
ho said, ‘there is but this one mule left for
both of ns; mount and be guick.” T felt that
he had no right to command, and I was
angry and aestonished. 1 fixed my eyes on
him for a moment; his whole face seemed to
be cbanged by his impatience, and worked
and quivered withit, Iheard the pattering
hoofs of the other mules; they were still au-
dible. If I could bave known! *No,’ I said
to him, ‘I will not go till I bave an explana-
tion,’ : 3

‘iVary well, then," he answered, ‘there it
is,” He had already got his hand on my
ghoulder to urge my mounting; he now turned
his eyes towards the most shady and secluded
end of the bower, and there—gh, it makes me
cold to think of it !—there, on a rook, folded
and reposing, lay another serpent, just like
the one we had deen before. It was watch-
ing us, and bathing its long, slender tongue
in o narrow sunbeam, Instead of springing
up and setting off for my life, I eould not
stir, nor breatho, nor get my eyes away from
the fearful creature; but Talbot dragged me
up by mwain force, and mounted behind me;
and off we sot slowly—oh, how slowly !

I don’t know |

where the rock sheltered us, and where Eoﬂ
wore no crevices in which any creature d
hide itself, we all lay down, and Talbot made
an apology to the monks; and I econtrived to
explain to them what ke had done. They were
exesedingly delighted with his Edmenao of
mind, and kept repeating, Muschachito mio,
Muaschachito mio.*

““Talbot told us that he saw the serpont the
moment the provisions were served up, aud
wis so frightened at first that for an inatant
he thought of springing on a mule, duhinﬁ
down the slope , and then turning roun
when he was safe to warn us of our r.
As he really did something so different, I
think it was very honorable of him to confess
l.hlnfﬁmt ithentioni" lied; ‘“‘and I think h

““Yes, in "1 re ; “‘an o
showed wonderful prsuuu of mind and a
noble courage.”

“I was sure you would say so, He said that
he then considered the confasion and fright
we should all be in—rushing this way and
that way, some ranning down on foot, others
hindering one another, perhaps frightenin
the mules and letting them run away-—an
you must remember our lives almost de-
pended on these mules; we comld not get
either up or down the monntain without
them; and then you must remember, too,
that Owen, after the fright he had,
was not fit for much. If it had been any
other wild animal, of course he would have
told us at once; but as it was a serpont, he
foared we should be }'innlymd. and if not
that, get dispersed and fall over the precipice,
besides, he hoped at first that it was asleep,
and dreaded lest any noise should waken it.
As for me, my behavior when he was
obliged to show it to me makes me think it
should not have escaped. 1 shall always
think that Talbot saved my life, for the ser-
pent was beginning to nncoil himself.”

“There can be very little doubt that he
did,” said I, ‘*‘and most probably he was
asleep when Talbot first saw him, and might
have been awoke by the noise you made in
quarrelling together."”

““We were told afterwards, that those ash.
colored serpents are believed always u;nl live in
pairs,” Pmooedod my brother, “‘for when one
s killed, another is almost sure to be seen
about the same spot.” .

‘I hope after this second escape you did
not thin?ol‘ Haman," ¥ observed.

“No, I didn't,” said my brother, with a
much more thoughtful face than was common
with him,

**When you think of the fear and hatred
with which you regarded the serpent,” I con-
tinued, ‘‘you shonld consider that this enmity
was implanted because our first parents were
tempted to sin, by Batan, nnder the form of
a serpent; and that it is sin which we onght
to fear and dread, far more than the serpent,
which can inflict no injury, excepting to the
body. You shounld be grateful, too, that the
Emmiuo given so long ago has been fulfilled

y our Redeemer—the promise that ‘the seed
of the woman should bruise the serpent’s
head,"”

“Yes," said my brother; ‘“‘that was what
the ship's chaplain said to us when we came
on board."

And so ended my brether's story.
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mﬁ paper, or wach m;mot either as
be required,

o, 8. Full letter nise on fap, for

clron 8 B¢ Inl of the same eolors ae
No, 2, an Ij{d?rt omthnulnMpmmr-
won of eaoch,

No, 4. Ful) letter ]
mlmnhgndmnr’s‘

of each.
“anhmmﬂunm«dm fap, for

circulars), 83 by 6X Inches, of same colors aa No,
'é.'?».d under a llke conditioh as to the proportion of

No, 8, Extra letter size, 8
colors as No. 2, and under a
proportion of each.

o, 7. Omeclul size, 8% b
colorg a8 No. 4, and under a like conaltion as to the
rtion of eaah,
0. B Extra ofMcial sise, 4% by 9% inches, of
«aame colom as No, 9, and untler B like vonditlon as
1o the proportion of each,
NEWHEPAPER WRAPPERS,
63 by 9 Inches, of buft or manilla paper,

oy inol f snmo
'Iz o’gnmmn:wme

B Inches, of same

All the above envelopes and wi t be em-
bossed with postage stamps of snch denominations,
styles, and eolors, and to suoh printing on the

face, and to be made In thoe most thorough
of paper of approved guality, manofactared
for the purpose, with such water marks or or de-
vices to pr:vcni lmitation as the Postnsster-General
m rec

’“‘le envelopes to be thoroog and perfoctly

mmed, the gomming on the fap of each (exoept
or ¢ironiars) to be put on pot less than half an inch
in width the entire le ‘The wrappems o be
gummed not jess than fourths of an lnch in

width across the end,
All envelopea and pers must be banded in
parcels of twentyfive, and packed In strong
teboard or straw boxes, cach to contain not less
an two hundred and fifty of the letter or extra
letter mize, and one hundred each of the of-
ol or exira ofMcinl slze, separately, The nows.
paper wrappers to be packed in boxes to contaln
not lees than two hundred and fifty each. The
boxes are to be wrapped and sealed, or securely
fastened In strong manilla Dmer, B0 a8 to mafely
bear transportation by for aelivery w
tmasters.  When two thousand or more snve-
pes wre required (o 0N the orderof & v
the straw of pasteboard boxes ocon the
same must be packed in wooden  cases,
waull  strap with hooBlmn. and  addressed ;
but wWhen loss than two thousand are required,
proper labels of direction, to be furnished by an
sgent of the Department, muost be placed upon each
ackage by the contractor. Wooden onsed, con-
ra.u:\n envelopes or w to be transported
by water routes, must be vided with suitable
waler-proofing. The whole to be done under
the Inspection and direction of an agoent of the

" mﬂ:}- d wrappers must be furnlahed
& envelo] an n
and delty with all ressonable complete

in all respects, ready for nse, and in such guantities
/8 may be required to fill the dally orders of post-
masters ; the delivertes to be made elther at the Post
OMee Department, Washington, 1), C., or at the
oflice of an Agest duly anthorizged o inspect and re-
oeive the same ; the place of delivery to be at the
option of the Postmaster-General, and the cost of
delivering na well as all expense of paoking, ad-
dressing, labeling, and water-proofing, 1o be pald by
the eontractor,

Bldders are notifled that the Department will re-
quire, as a condition of the contract ,that the en-
velopes ond wrappers shall be manofsctured and
stored In such manner as 1o ensure security agalnst
loss Ly fire or theft. The manufattory must at all
?.\I:“ be uutt?eea mt}:f 1“”&:““1:‘: :{1 nn agent of the

partment, who w uire ¢ pulations of the
contract to be falthfal u&)lerwd.

The diea for embossing the postage scamps on the
envelopes and wrappers are to be executed to the
satisfaction of the tmaster-General, in the best
style, and they are to be provided, rencwed, and
kept In order * the ex of the contractor. The
department o8 the right of requiring new dies
for any stan o, or denomimations of stamps not now
used, and sy s of dies or colors shall be
made without extra ¢

Specimens of the stamped envelopes and wrap-
pers now in use may be seen at apy of the principal
post offices, but these specimens are not o be re-
garded as style and guality fixed by the depart-
ment a8 & standard for the pew contract; bidders
are therefore Invited to submit samples of other
and duferent gqualities and styles, lncluding the
paper proposed as well a8 the manufactured en-
ve Ol:t“ﬁ:lm and boxes, and make thelr bids
Ao A\ S

The contract will be awarded to the bidder whose
proposal, although It be not the lowest, 18 con-
#ldered most VALtageous to the Departmount,
taking into account the prices, quality of the gam-
11|u|i workmanship, and the sufclency snd
ability of the bidder to manufacture and deliver the
envelopes and wrappers in accordance with the
terms of this advertisement: and no proposal will
be considered unlesa asccompanied by s safficlent
and satlsfactory guarasntee, The Postmaster-Gene-
ral also reserves the right to reject any and all bids,
if in ll:lu l{'l.uiltmum. the intereosts of whe Government

ufre

efore closing & contract the successfol bldder
may be required to prepare new dies, and snbmis
impressions thereof. ‘THE USE OF THE PRESENT DIES
MAY OJt MAY NOT BE CONTINUED,

Bons, with nmj ved and suMclent suret! in
the sum of §200,000, will be required for the faithful
performance of the contract, a8 required by the
seventeenth section of the act of Congress, approved
the 26th of August, 16843, and payments under said
contract will be made quarterly, after proper ad-
Justment of acconnts,

The FPosunaster-General regerves to himseir the
right o annul the contract whenever the same, or
any part thercof, I8 offered for sale for the purpose
of specalation ; and under no clroumstances will &
fransfer of the contract be allowed or sanctioned
1o any party who-ghall be, in the opinton of the
Tostimasier-tieneral, Jess e t0 foliill the condi.
tious thereof than the original contractor. ‘The
right 1s also reserved to annul the contract for a
failure to perform faithfully any of its stipulations,

The number of envelopes of dlfferent slzes, and ol
wrappers lssned to Postmasters during the fiscal year
ended June 80, 1869, was as follows, vig, 1 —

No, 1. Note size—1,114,000,

No, £ Ordinary letter sige; (not heretofore

used),
No. 8. Full letter size, (ungummed, for clroulars)

—4,1 h

No. 4. Full letter size—87,867,600,

No. al:hnxtn letter glze, (angummed, for circulars’
o & Extra lotter sise—4.904,500

No, 7. UMoelal alze—oid, 600,
No, 8, Extra oflcial sise—1700,

Wra —38,008, 860,

Blonpgfould be securely enveloped and sealed
marked “Proposals for Stamped Envelo; an
Wrappers,” and sddressed to the Third Istant
Fostmaster-General, Post Ofice Departinent, Wash

1 . & O
o JOHN A. J. CRESWELL,
111 eoditM1 .Posunut_er General,
FFICE OF Tlllaﬁl’l’a"l;llrﬂl;';‘l‘lgg'r BRIDGE
COMMIBSION, “PIJLA'DI'-LHIIA, J‘m..n.‘i’f 1h0s.
Boaled Is for ersvting a bridge over the river
shi 1kill sy "fn'm.' will bo:::ﬂl;’ﬁllmlglﬂﬁd‘
e L] urv o,
‘.'i"hﬁf Bia eet, until 19 o'clock M. of the FIRST DAY
¥ MARCH, 1890 o con¥iroetion of n wrougnt-
iron dr.-h-ruln wita hy's modification of the Pratt
ta T-‘;lh;w o of w%:r: IN:I:IMGI‘E
Priek,” and imuql!ﬂ?.n. . doscribed 1n b ou-
tion wibire lo l.? o:l- :: 1 foot,
77 ot on ench side.

1
struciu be
sach 3 pivot draw, giving
to be for an te bid, Lo be ao-
s bond WIh two ApDroved sureties to an
cent, to

as

g the
e ﬁrmﬁ‘!';o:a per
cont. of the contract f" , after which the ourrent esti.

spocifioations ohtained
CUom mudm“‘ on m l.nglr the Sth

stant.
A, DROPSIE,
BT Proadoat of tho Commimion.
MEEKIOK & BONGE
BOUTHWAREK FOUNDRY,

Mo, 480 WASHINGTON AVENUE, Philadelphia,
WILLIAM WRIGHT'S PATENT VARIABLE
CUT-OFF STEAM ENGINE,

Hegulated by the Governor.
MERRICK'S BAFETY HOISTING MACHINE,

Patented June, 1888,
DAVID JOY'S

PATENT VALVELESS STEAM HAMMER
P.

HYDRO EXTRACTOR
For Cotton or Woolen Manufacturers. 710 mwf

MERIICK, WILLLAM B
3. VAUGHAN . MERRICH,

lans at
ihe office the Im.

ICIN:
uumno

for the foundations. The price to be stated per
oublo yard, which I8 to cover all digging, hauling
Away the surplus earth, and ontting down and re-
moving whatever trees muay come In the way of the
excavaljons, without extra measurement or allows
ance,
For taking down the torraoce wall, cleaning the
bricks, and piling them up ndjscent to the bulldings,
tuking down the iron rallings, the gate plers, the
coping of the wall and the steps, and depositing
them on the grounds, and removing all the rubbish
occagloned by the same, The price for this portion
of the work to be stated in gross,
For concreting the entire foundation of the bulld«
Ings with small broken stone, and cement, mortar,
and grout, In conformity with the speoifications,
The depth of the concrete t0 be three feet, and the
lateral dimensions to conform to the plans. The
price to be stated per cuble foot, and to Include all
matorials and labor,
F¥or furnlshing and dellvering large-alze bulldiog
stone, the price to be stated per perch of 29 ouble
feet, measured in the walla.  Also, for select bulld-
ing stons, averaging f by 06 fest, and from 19 to 18
inches thick ; the price for the same to be stated per
cable foot, delivered on the gronnd,
For tmilding ali the cellar walls, and the ontside
wallk of the basement story, as high ns the level
line of the pavement, sccording to the plans and
specifications, The price to be stated per perch of
#2 cuble feet, Inld In the walls, without extra mes-
surement, and to Include all labor and all materials
except stone,
The contract or contracty will be awarded to the
best and the lowest bidder or bidders, who will be
required to give approved security for the faithful
performance of the same.
The plang and specifications may bé seen at the
office of the Architeet, Mr. JOHN McARTHUR, Jn.,
No, 806 8, SIXTH Street,
The propusals to be sealed and endorsed “Pro-
posals for Public Bulldings,” and addressed to
JAMES V. WATSON, Chalrman of the Committes
on Contracts, and 1o be left at the oMoe of the Com-
missioners of Publlec Bulidings, in the new Court
House, SIXTH Street, below Chesnut, on the 14th
day of February next ensuing, between the hours of
11 and 12 o'olock A, M., at which time the bids will
be opened, in the presence of such bidders ns may
Wish 10 attend,
By order of the Committes on Contracta,
119 wim 11t H. C, PUGH, Becretary.

m—

HARDING’S EDITIONS
or

THE HOLY BIBLE.

FAMILY, FULFIT, AND FHOTOGRAPH BIBLES,

FOR
WEDDING AND BIRTHDAY FPRESENTS,

ALSO, PRESENTATION BIBLES FOR

CHURCHBS,
CLERGYMEN,
SOCIETIES AND
TEACHERS, ETC.

New and superb assortment, bound (o Rich Levant
Turkey Morocco, Paneled and Ornamental Designs,
equal to the London and Oxford editions, at Jess than
half thelr prices.

No. 336 CHESNUT Street.

STRENGTH, BEAUTY, CHEAPNESS COMBINED!

HARDING'S PATENT CHAIN-BACK

PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS.

For Wedding, Holiday, or Birthday Presents, these
Albums are particnlarly adapted,

The book trade and dealers in fancy articles will
find the most extensive assortment of Photograph
Albums in the country, and superior to any lereto-
fore mhde. For great strength, durability, and
eheapness, Harding's Patent Chwhohack Albums are
nnrivalled. Purchasers will find It goeatly to thelr
advantage to examine these new Im:R_ gooda bos
fore making up thelr orders for stook. \

Also, & large and splendid assortment of new My leg
of Photograph Albwins made in the usual manner,

No. 396 CHESNUT Street,

1T~ Philadelphia,

TUB PRINCIPAL DEPOT
FOR THE BALE OP
R EVENUDE B8 TAMTPSB
No, 304 CHESNUT STREET.
CENTRAL OFFICE, NO. 106 8. FIFTH STREET
(Two doors below Chesnut street),
ESTABLISHED 1864,

The sale of Revenue Stamps 18 still continued at
the Old-Established Agencice,

The stock comprises every deanomination printed
by the Government, and having nt all times s large
Bupply, we are enabled to 61l snd forward (by Mafl
or Express) all orders, immedistely upon recelpt, &
matter of great importance,

United States Notes, National Bank Notes, Drarts
on Philadelphis, and FPost Ofice Onders recelved g
payment.,

Any Information regarding the declslons of the
Commissioner of Internal Hevenue cheerfully and |
gratultously furnighed.

Revenue Stanps printed wpon Drafts, Check
Recelpts, eto,

The following rates of commission are allowed
Suumps and Stamped Paper:—.

On §u6 and upwards,,..,.. LT T P 2 per
f 00 L rRES e B RPN R 3 w
800 “ SRsaBuS b EeaRE R i 4 .

Address nll orders, ete,, 10
STAMP AGENCY,
No, 34 CHESNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA,

L ANToN & momisON
4 Hl‘g'{ﬂwﬂ AND 00, #lucu.vm
H:.I AR hmph.h.

We ; ip d Freight ta
Philade ow York, 1{1 od
R S A, T
S“'mmﬂg BRO., & 004

OILN
19 B Ro 189 8. BEOOND Birest.

TOR. M. KLINE " GUTANEOUS
i, . LR G CORE, CUTAXROLS

e

Vi




